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Types (kinds) of Paintings

Some paintings show exactly what an Artist 

saw, while others explore shapes or express 

feelings.  One Artist might paint a landscape 

with realistic details, such as rocks or green 

blades of grass.  Another might paint the same 

landscape in swirling shapes and colour that 

captures how the air and sunlight felt.
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Types (kinds) of Paintings

Visual Elements
GENRE (of Artworks)

Cityscape
Still Life
Interior
Crowd scene
Figure
 - In Landscape
 - Clothed
 - Nude
 - Action
Portrait
 -Individual
 -Self
 -Group
 -Animal
Seascape
Landscape

A Portrait  is a painting, drawing or photograph of a person. 
Usually the head and shoulders. It can also be just the head or 
the whole body.  Besides showing what someone looks like, a 
Portrait often captures a mood or persnality. 

Draw a Portrait of someone in your class.

Use colour to express the mood of that person.
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A Still Life is a painting, drawing or photograph of a group of inanimate 
objects, a bowl of fruit, flowers etc.  . . .  (usually on a table.)  A Still-Life reveals 
an Artist's skill in painting shapes, light and shadow.

A Self-Portrait  is a painting, drawing or photograph of a the Artist him/herself.

Types (kinds) of Paintings

Draw a your Self-Portrait.

Draw the Still-Life set up on the table.
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A Landscape is a painting, drawing or photograph of the land.  A view or an outdoor scene.  
a landscape artist uses paint to create land, water and clouds, air, wind and sunlight.

An Interior is a painting, drawing or photograph of the inside of a room or a building.

Types (kinds) of Paintings

Draw a Landscape that you 
remember from your country.

Draw a section of this room in 
which you are sitting.
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Draw a picture of a beach or 
harbour that you visited recently.

Draw a picture of you home city.

A Seascape is a painting, drawing or photograph of the sea.

A Cityscape is a painting, drawing or photograph of the city. 

Types (kinds) of Paintings
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Draw a picture of the students in 
your class.

Design an Abstract picture to give you 
a feeling of Summer.  Think about the 
colours and shapes that you use.

A Real-Life  Scene captures life in action.  It could show a busy street, a 
beach party, a dinner gathering, or anyplace where living goes on.

An Abstact is a non-representational painting, (not like a photograph).  It 
uses the elements of design to express the essence of a subject or idea.  

Types (kinds) of Paintings


